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Chancellor's Message

I

Chancellor Nancy
Cantor visits with
Robert DiFlorio G'64,
G'72, interim superintendent of the
Syracuse City School
District, at Nottingham
High School. They
were at Nottingham
to announce the
"Partnership for Better
Education" between
SU and the school
district in August.

WHO ARE WE? WHO DO WE IMAGINE OURSELVES TO
be? These questions, like our dreams, are profound. We
start asking them in childhood and continue to ask them
throughout our lives. Syracuse University students and faculty are taking up those questions with students and teachers in the Syracuse city schools in a collaborative effort to
teach literacy through art and technology.
Our "Partnership for Better Education" began this year with
pilot programs at nearby Nottingham High School and its
feeder schools. Ultimately, we intend to expand this program
to all city schools, marshalling our resources in the arts, literacy, inclusion, and in science, math, and technology.
In turn, our students and faculty in the College of
Visual and Performing Arts (VPA), the L.C. Smith College
of Engineering and Computer Science, and the School of
Education are gaining invaluable insights as the University
joins forces with the Syracuse City School District to tackle
one of our community's most difficult challenges: improving the quality of inner city education.
As a social psychologist, I am glad that the elementary
school programs, including the one at Edward Smith Elementary School, are grounded in
the work of Abigail Hausen, founder and co-director of Visual Understanding in Education,
whose research shows that improved understandings of art facilitate critical thinking.
At Nottingham High, our initiative builds upon an ongoing partnership, now in its third year,
between Syracuse's Everson Museum, which has an immense and historic video collection, and
Nottingham teacher Len Fonte. They are working together to help students learn to use sophisticated new video software to create and publicize their own digital videos. Owen Shapiro,
director of the VPA film program and the Syracuse International Film & Video Festival, and two
graduate students have joined Ken White, the festival's educational outreach director, to help
Mr. Fonte teach his students to write scripts. "They're working on the great premise, 'What if?' "
Mr. Fonte told me. '"What if you got to school, and you were the only one there?' 'What if there
were gorillas behind the counters at the mall?' " We'll see their videos at their world premieres
at the Everson on the first Thursday in June.
In another program, for ESL (English as a Second Language) students at H.W. Smith
School, Nottingham drama students will talk with middle school students who are refugees,
collecting autobiographical stories that could be turned into student plays.
The new program at Edward Smith School begins in the spring. It draws upon a model
established by photographer Wendy Ewald, who visited us last fall for a talk, an exhibition at
Light Work, and a workshop on visual literacy (see story, page 6). Four classes of fifth-graders will work with SU faculty and 16 undergraduates on photographic projects on childhood,
identity, their school, and their neighborhoods.
These classes will be team-taught by VPA professors Judith Meighan, an art historian, and
Douglas Dubois, a photographer whose pictures of his own family are so widely exhibited
that he once told me, "I like to brag that the MOMA has an image of every member of my
family, and Grandma will be in the Getty." Dubois is the first to admit that "the youngest
person I ever taught was a college freshman," but he's excited, and so are we.
Our collaboration with the Syracuse City School District is bringing great things to our
University and to our city.
Cordially,

~~
Chancellor and President
https://surface.syr.edu/sumagazine/vol22/iss4/1
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Expanding human capabilities through information

The MSLIS School Media Specialization
at Syracuse University
• In the next few years it
is estimated that almost
50 percent of the school
library media specialists
in New York State wi ll
retire. Opportunities for
school li brary media
specialists are, and will
continue to be, extensive
well into the 2 1st century.
• MSLIS and school li brary
media programs are
top-ranked nationally by

U.S. News & World Report.
•

I 09 years of excellence
from The Original
Information School®

• Interdisciplinary library
and information science
faculty with depth in digital
and traditional librarianship, information policy
and services, and information management

Syracuse University
343 Hinds Hall
Syracuse NY 13244
Phone: 3 15-443-2911
Fax: 3 15-443-6886
E-mail: ms/is@syr.edu

• Students are prepared for
careers in 21st-century
librarianship in schools
and for specializations in
the library profession,
including children's and
young adult services in
public libraries.
• Program focuses on
teaching skills to help
children in all areas of
literacy and technology
fluency and on managing
information resources
used in teaching and
learning.
• Interdisciplinary school
media and library and
information science
faculty with depth
in digital information
services, information
literacy, motivation,
management, policy, and
children 's literature.

• A+ for New York City's
Libraries, an IMLS grant,
will provide two-thirds
tuition scholarsh ips for
40 master's-level students
and will teach students to
assist underserved New
York City public school
libraries. An additional
25 scholarships wi ll be
provided by New York
City's Department of
Education, Office of
Strategic Partnersh ips,
and the Robin Hood
Foundation. Fo r more
information, e-mail us
at plus@sy~ edu or call
3 15-443-291 I .
• The school offers flexibility
in course delivery: on
campus for students who
prefer ongoing face-toface interaction, distance
for students who require
the flexibility to meet
work and life commitments while working
toward their degrees, or
blended delivery for
those who want both.
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